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December 2015 The 

a cup of cool water for your journey 

Advent Worship on Wednesdays  

December 2, 9, 11 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday Worship  

Worship at 9:30 a.m. 
 

Mini Bazaar  

December 6, 13 & 20 from 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. 
 

Sunday School Christmas Program  

December 13 

during worship at 9:30 a.m.  

 

 

Christmas Comes to Elim  

Christmas Eve Worship  

December 24 

3:00  & 4:30 p.m. Family Worship  

11:00 p.m. Candlelight Worship  

  

Christmas Day Worship  

December 25 

10:00 a.m. Worship with Communion  

Advent & Christmas at Elim 
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Reflections on 

Advent 2015:  

Great 

Expectations  
 

God comes to us whether we 

are ready for Him or not.  Advent 

is not, then, simply a time that the 

church puts aside each year to 

rehearse or remember that one 

night, a long time ago, a baby boy 

was born whose birth changed 

everything.  It is also time for us 

to pause and consider the coming 

of God in every way: in a meal 

shared as a family during a busy 

week, in God's Word preached 

from the Elim pulpit, in the song 

reflecting a 

desire for 

simplicity and 

peace in an 

otherwise hectic season. 

The theme, "Great 

Expectations", marks the story 

of the waiting of the people of 

Israel for their Messiah as well 

as our own great expectations 

for God to intervene in our own 

lives and in our own world.  

God fulfills these expectations in 

unexpected, yet glorious, ways! 

Come, gather with your 

brothers and sisters this Advent 

and make this season great 

indeed. 

 

 

PASTORôS CORNER 

Advent is a time for us to pause and consider the  

coming of God in every way.  

of the congregation gathered 

together around the Bible, (the 

manger of our Lord Jesus 

Christ), as a surprise placed 

under the tree and yes, as a little 

baby boy. 

This Advent I invite each of 

you to find time in your busy 

lives to pause and consider the 

coming of God into your homes 

and into your hearts.  

We will gather around the 

altar each Sunday and 

Wednesday as a congregation, 

shedding our own distractions 

to encounter the coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  Join us for 

song, prayer, meal and word. 

The liturgy will be simple, 

PASTORAL ACTS 
 

Funerals 

10/29 Leland H. Anderson  

11/23 John O. Nelson 

 

 

Rick Arntson, President  
Harald Eriksen, Vice President 
Don Gold, Treasurer 
Erin Spencer, Secretary 
Janet Anderson   
Jeff Erickson 

Church Council  

Jane Hennagir    
Shelley Johnson   
Julie Madsen       
Brian Savior        
Ann Tranvik       
Janice Wicks 

Council Highlights         November 16, 2015 

Pastor Theim couldnõt attend so Pastor Chris presented on 2017 Laos Mission Trip:  Both congregations 

looking for shared experiences. One-week mission trip with Pastor Chris and Pastor Theim in late January 

2017 to Laos would require a $2,600 commitment per person. Looking for a total of 5 people per congregation 

to participate. Motion to approve pursuing this mission trip: Ann, Second Jan, motion passed.  

Serve Board request to pursue "families moving forward" project. We have participated as volunteers in 

the past and we would like to increase our involvement.  

Serve Board motions to become a host church for families moving forward in 2016 and to join Beacon 

interfaith housing collaborative. Second: Julie, motion passed. 
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Elim Foundation Board  
Terry Carlson, Chairman 
Bryan Stiernagle, Vice Chairman 
Erik Haug, Treasurer  
Jan Wicks, Secretary 
Maureen Engelstad 
Harald Eriksen 
Shirley Kramer 
Pastor Chris Enstad, ex officio 
Rick Arntson, ex officio  

As you read this edition of the Elim Messenger, Thanksgiving is 

behind us, and unfortunately, will have passed much too quickly. 

Thanksgiving holds different meaning for each of us, but we can all be 

thankful we live in a country where we are free to worship and gather 

as we please. As members of Elim, we can be thankful for the 

wonderful people that worship and serve with us. We can be thankful 

for our Pastors that lead us and the staff that support us. We can also 

be thankful for the many generous gifts given to The Elim Foundation 

this past year. Many of you found comfort in memorializing or 

honoring someone special in your life on All Saints Sunday with a gift 

to The Elim Foundation. Gifts were also received for funeral 

memorials, settling of estates, and to honor life events such as 

anniversaries and confirmations. Each of these gifts, large or small, 

help support the ministries of Elim Lutheran Church now and far into 

the future.  

There are certainly those in our midst with health concerns, 

employment issues, and other challenges in their lives.  We pray all 

are able to find something to be thankful for and focus on the 

blessings in their lives.  As Christmas fast approaches, we all can be 

thankful for and celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 

Christ.   

Thank you for supporting The Elim Foundation and have a very, 

Merry Christmas.  

 

 Then we Your people, the flock of Your pasture,  

will give thanks to You forever...  

      Psalms 79:13 

 

The Elim Foundation  
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Elim Staff  
 Senior Pastor Chris Enstad   censtad@elim-robbinsdale.org   

 Associate Pastor Marcia Rosa   mrosa@elim-robbinsdale.org   

 Organist & Choir Director  Dick Balkus   rbalkus@elim-robbinsdale.org   

 Children, Youth & Family Support  Ellyn Roth -Unzicker   egroth@elim-robbinsdale.org   

 Director of Finance  Niki Bohne   nbohne@elim-robbinsdale.org   

 Office Administrator  Jennifer Huehns   jhuehns@elim-robbinsdale.org 

 Lead Custodian  Richard Nylin   rnylin@elim -robbinsdale.org 

 PT Custodian  Ward Monroe   
 

Church Office hours     8:30-4:30 MondayðFriday    763-537-8481     office@elim-robbinsale.org 


