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February 2013 

 

Upcoming Events 

MARDI GRAS 
Saturday, Feb. 9 

4:00–6:30 p.m. 

 

Bring your kids, grandkids, neighbors, and  
friends for an evening of fun! 
 

Food: Dinner for $5/person or $10/family  
hot dogs, sloppy Joes, chips, carrot sticks,  
beverages, and cookies  
 

For Kids: Games, crafts, kids-only silent auction 

 

Silent Auction 

       Grab Bags 

Cakewalk     Popcorn 

              Bingo    Music 

Women of Elim: is your calendar marked for our luncheon on April 20?  “Stepping Into Spring” 

Valentine  
Luncheon  

Saturday, February 16  

Social time at 11:30 a.m. 

Lunch at noon 
 

Featuring country and gospel music entertainment  

by Allen Carlson and son Matthew. 

          New Members 

We were thrilled to welcome 12 new members to the Elim 

family at the 9:30 a.m. service on New Member Sunday, 

January 13, 2013. Please clip this list and keep it with your 

church directory. And when you see them, tell them, 

“Welcome home!” 

  

Leah and Tom Buermann  

4818 Edgewood Ave N, Crystal MN 55428 

(651) 214-3517 

Bryan, Valerie, Sara and Nathan Minder  

4408 Abbott Ave N, Robbinsdale MN 55422 

 

Stephanie, Aaron, and Allison Green 

4241 Ewing Ave N, Robbinsdale MN 55422 

(612) 251-5944 

 

Kim and Kayla Decowski  

8901 42nd Ave N, New Hope MN 55427 

(763) 486-6393 

 

Cheryl Heinz  

3731 W Broadway Ave Apt 11, Robbinsdale MN 55422 

(763) 229-2013 

WELCOME 

Luther Park Breakfast 
February 24 from 8:30-11:00 

in Nerothin Hall (the gym) 

 

$6 for adults, Children age 10 and younger free  

Proceeds go towards the renovation of Elim's 

sponsored cabin, Elm, and also towards 

camperships for Elim youth.  
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Thank you, people of Elim, for your 

generosity and excitement towards the 

mission and ministry of this church. 

Your gifts at the end of 2012 propelled 

us to a positive budget for the year 

which allowed us to propose a balanced 

budget that will allow us to continue to 

grow and thrive in the coming year! Thank you and let’s keep 

it going! 

 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 13. We will 

continue our tradition of morning and evening Midweek 

worship opportunities, and I invite you to make attendance 

and participation in those services part of your Lenten 

journey. 

 

Lent is a season of repentance and preparation for the death 

and resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ. There are many 

ways for Christians to align ourselves with Christ’s sacrifice 

for us. This year I am proposing that the members, leaders 

and staff of Elim walk the 40 days of Lent in three ways: 

 

Give up. Christians often “give up” something for Lent; this 

is called a “fast.” While this has sometimes meant giving up 

something trivial, like meat or chocolate (wait, did I just call 

chocolate trivial?), my hope and prayer is that we would 

prayerfully consider fasting from something that truly helps 

align us with the cost that Jesus paid for us on the cross. 

Consider giving up the constant barrage of technology and 

information that bombards you for one day a week. Turn off 

the TV for five weeks. Give up your prejudices about another 

person or group of people for 40 days. Give up your desire to 

control yours or another’s life and surrender to God’s 

Kingship over you. Give up that fight you’ve been having with 

your spouse or loved ones. Give up a part of your busy 

schedule and give an hour over to God by studying His word, 

meditating, or attending our midweek services in lieu of TV or 

errands. Make it count. 

 

Give back. During Lent we pause not only to repent but to 

give thanks for the extravagant grace and generosity of God 

in giving His only Son to die for us. I encourage you to give 

back to God this year by making a 5 week “extra” pledge to 

the ministry that we are engaged in at Elim. The pledge is 

between you and God. Your response can be made using the 

five envelopes that you will receive in the mail. If every 

household who received those envelopes put $5 in each one 

Elim would receive $20,000. Not everyone can, but just 

imagine the initiatives we might undertake together to give 

glory to God from our mission base! Here’s an interesting 

tidbit: if we were to raise $25,000 during Lent we would be in 

a position to completely pay off the loan for our elevator 

project giving us a clean slate as we approach a new capital 

appeal this spring! Now that would be something. 

 

Grow deep. This Lent I am inviting you to join me, our 

council, and the staff as we use the 40 days of Lent to grow 

deeper in God’s word. We will engage in the Lenten theme 

Beyond Question, a seven-part (including Ash Wednesday 

and Easter) look at seven main questions that Jesus asked in 

the Bible. You are invited to journey with us using the short 

devotional that will be mailed to you along with your Lenten 

offering envelopes or by purchasing the Beyond Question book 

and engaging in all 40 of the questions we will explore. 

(Copies are $9 and available for purchase in the church office.) 

There will also be regular email and video updates from me, 

Pastor Marcia, our staff, and maybe a few surprises along the 

way. Look in the Messenger for more information. 

 

Give up. Give back. Grow deep. That sounds like the 

model of the Christian life to me, may it become a part of our 

journey together. 

THE ELIM MESSENGER (USPS172860)  

published monthly by Elim Lutheran Church of Robbinsdale (ELCA) 

3978 West Broadway, Robbinsdale MN 55422  

Pastor’s Corner 

Come prayerfully, asking the Holy Spirit to guide you and Christ to be with you. 

Come humbly, asking for the gifts of faith and renewal…. 

Come collectively...letting your own stories interact with the stories of the Bible. 

Come expectantly, listening for the voice of God working through the texts to  

inspire, shape, and enliven you individually and in your community of faith. 

—Eric Burtness 
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Lent 

Jesus used questions as a way for deepening discipleship. 

The position this series will take is that Jesus never asked a 

question seeking a simple answer. Jesus’ questions changed 

the position of who he was talking to, most often in 

transformative ways!  

 

Did you know that Jesus directly answered only 3 of the 186 

questions posed to him in the Gospels? To people who 

assume that the job description of religion is to give people 

answers and resolve people’s dilemmas, it is often surprising 

for them to learn that Jesus’ understanding of faith was 

quite different.  

 

This Lent we will undertake a seven-part, 40-day journey 

examining the questions that Jesus asked, and through 

those questions we will experience our own transformative 

journey through Lent. 

 

Each household of Elim will receive a Lenten journal 

highlighting the seven main questions we will examine 

during our Midweek worship services. You are encouraged 

to use these journals to apply the questions Jesus asked to 

your own life. Bring the journals to church, ask questions of 

your pastors, grow deeper in God’s word for you this Lent. 

And through looking at Jesus’ questions, our prayer is that 

we will look at the questions we ask and the answers we 

seek not just at church but at home, the office, in our world! 

Week 1 - Ash Wednesday  

 “What are you looking for?” 

 John 1: 35-42 

Week 2 - “Where is your faith?” 

 Luke 8: 22-25 

Week 3 - “Who do you say that I am?” 

 Mark 8: 27-30 

Week 4 - “What do you want me to do for you?”  

 Matthew 20: 29-34 

Week 5 - “Do you love me?”  

 John 21: 1-16 

Week 6 - “How will you believe what I say?”  

 John 5: 30-47 

Week 7 - Easter Week  

 “Whom are you looking for?”  

 John 20: 11-18 

 

For those who wish to delve even deeper into these 

questions this Lent we have several copies of the book 

Beyond Question available for purchase in the office. The 

cost is $9.  

 

Pastor Chris and Pastor Marcia will incorporate these 

questions into our Midweek worship services and will also 

be posting to a 40-day blog using print and video to check in 

along the way. 

 

Join together this Lent to Grow deep into God’s word. You 

will experience Jesus’ questions as perhaps you have never 

experienced them before! 

Beyond Question: A Seven-Part 40-Day Lenten Series 

? 
Wednesday Schedule  

During Lent 
 

11:00 a.m.  Morning Worship Service 

 Soup & sandwich lunch following service 

 

   

 

No children’s activities.  

Please bring your family to worship. 

 

6:00 p.m.  Confirmation for grades 7-8 

 

6:00 p.m.  Elim Ringtones rehearsal 

 

7:00 p.m.  Evening Worship Service 

 

7:45 p.m.   Elim Choir rehearsal 
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  Serve Board 

Wednesday, February 13 

Ash Wednesday  

Beyond Question Lenten series begins 

 

Question: What are you looking for? 

 

Ash Wednesday is a time to pause, to reflect on our lives and 

the decisions we’ve made.  Slow down.  Reflect on the 

meaning of your life.  We begin with the first words that 

Jesus speaks in the Gospel of John.  Note that they are not 

“Follow me” or “Believe in me.”  

They are, “What are you looking 

for?”  What are you looking for as 

you begin this journey?  How 

should this Lent be different than 

all of the other Lents? 

 

Read for worship: John 1: 35-42 

 

 

Sunday, February 17 

Worship with Communion 

 

When we pause and remember the history of God’s gracious 

dealings with us and the world, we gain a new, more faithful 

perspective on our own lives.  God’s grace shapes the faithful 

and it shapes the world.  Let us give thanks to God for this 

great gift as we rededicate our lives to Him. 

 

Read for worship: Deuteronomy 26: 1-11 

Worship in February 

Wednesday, February 20 

Lent 1 

 

Question: Where is your faith? 

 

Many of us travel through life at 150 miles an hour.  At that 

speed, it’s inevitable that we’re going to skid once in awhile.  

When we do we often ask ourselves, “Why is this happening 

to me?” “Why can’t I get my life together?” “Why can’t I catch 

a break?”  In this fast-moving life it is important to keep our 

eyes on where we want to go.  Always look to Jesus.  Keep 

your eyes and your heart on him through all the storms life 

throws your way. 

 

Read for worship: Luke 8: 22-25 

 

 

Sunday, February 24 

 

Doubt is not the antithesis of faith, but is often its precursor.  

Our doubt is more often not in the truth of Jesus as Lord, but 

that he would choose people like us to bring his message to 

the world!  And, yet, He does! 

 

Read for worship: Genesis 15: 1-12, 17-18 

 

 

Wednesday, February 13 

Lent 2 

 

Question: Who do you say that I am? 

 

It is easy to talk about what other people think or believe.  We 

don’t have any stake in that.  We can find all sorts of views 

about who Jesus is or isn’t.  But the question for you and for 

us today is, “Who do you say I am?”  Jesus used this question 

to deepen discipleship and grow faith.   

 

Read for worship: Mark 8: 27-30 

PASTORAL ACTS 
 

Funerals 

1/3 Len Mathison 

1/7 Darlene Fury 

Joint Worship  

February 10  

11:00 a.m.  
 

The 11:00 a.m.  service on Sunday, February 10 will be a 

joint service with Lao Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

Nerothin Hall (the gym) with Pastor Enstad preaching.   

 

The 9:30 service will be held in the sanctuary as usual. Lenten Midweek Services 
 

11:00 a.m.  Morning Service (Matins) 

 followed by soup & sandwich lunch 

 

7:00 p.m.  Evening  Service 

 (Vespers) 



5 

 

Elim Book Club  

The club’s February selection is  

Dinner With A Perfect Stranger by 

David Gregory. What happens when  

a man receives a formal dinner 

invitation from Jesus Christ himself? 

Join the group discussion on Tuesday, 

February 12 at 4:00 p.m. Anyone who 

has read the book is welcome to attend. 

Circle Meetings 
 

Ruth: Monday, Feb. 11, 12:30 p.m. Fireside Room. Hostess: 

Mavis Peterson, (763) 315-8832. 
 

Anna-Esther: Monday, Feb. 11, 12:30 p.m. Hostess: Jean 

Lindstrom, 6195 NW Blvd #221, Plymouth, (763) 559-5215. 
 

Hope: Wednesday, Feb. 13, 9:30 a.m. Hostess: Millie 

Melrose, 5418 45th Ave N, Robbinsdale, (763) 537-2370. 
 

Naomi: Wednesday, Feb. 13, 9:30 a.m. Contact Mary 

Thomson, (763) 541-9397. 
 

Mary: not meeting in February or March.  
 

Hannah-Martha: Thursday, Feb. 14, 7:00 p.m. Church.  

Hostess: Cheryl Johnson, (763) 536-0357. 

Elim Vets 
  

“Iwo Jima: A Hellish Battle and Then 

The Flag Rose.” Marshall Harris recounts the experience 

that he had as a Marine on Iwo Jima. Harris belonged to 

the 2nd Armored Amphibious Tank Battalion, whose 

initial mission was to make the first wave providing 

firepower all the way to the beach and, once ashore, 

provide fire to assist infantry where needed. Join us  

on Monday, March 18 at 11 a.m. in the Parlor. A lunch  

for $4 follows. Reservations required for lunch by calling  

(763) 537-8481. Spouses and guests are always welcome.  

Join the  

Discussion  

at Theology Pub 
 

Birdtown Theology Pub is an opportunity for folks to get 

together in a casual setting and spend time talking about 

theology, Bible study, or whatever the group decides.  

 

Meetings are every fourth Thursday. The next gathering is 

Thursday, February 28 at 7:00 p.m. at the Lodge.  

 

For more information, contact Pastor Chris (censtad@ 

elim-robbinsdale.org), Harald Eriksen, or Erik Haug. 

Groups and Gatherings 

ROMEOs & JULIETS 
  

Have you or a family member or friend lost a spouse? The 

ROMEOs and JULIETS might help you through the 

difficult weeks, months and years following the death of a 

spouse. 

 

The ROMEOs (Retired Old Men Eating Out) meet on the 

3rd Monday of the month (Feb. 18).  

 

The JULIETS (Jovial, Unattached Ladies Intentionally 

Eating and Talking for Support) meet on the 3rd Tuesday 

of each month (Feb. 19).  

 

Both meet at 11:00 a.m. at the Country Kitchen on 42nd 

and Winnetka. You don’t have to make a reservation to 

attend; simply come to lunch. If you would like to know 

more, you can talk with Pastor Marcia at 763-537-8481 

ext. 312. 

Leisure Age 
 

Feb. 7 Jim Berner sings and plays our favorites 

Feb. 14 Valentine Party! Prizes and surprises! 

 The Songmasters, Jerry and Ginger Dallin, 

perform music from the 1930s–50s. 

Feb. 21 Coda, “the smallest band with the biggest 

 band sound’! Blood pressures 9:30–11:30 a.m. 

Feb. 28 February Birthday Party 

 Bandana plays a mix of favorite songs 
 

Reservations are required for the Leisure Age lunch each 

week. Make your reservation on Thursday for the 

following week, or call (763) 537-1171 over the weekend or 

9:00a.m.–noon on Monday.  

Women’s Movie Night 

Elim women and friends are invited for Friday, 

February 1 in the theatre room. Social time begins 

at 6:30 and the movie starts at 7:00. This month’s 

pick is Hello Dolly, a film adaptation of a beloved 

Broadway musical about a New York-based matchmaker 

who finds herself in love and proceeds to weave a web of 

romantic complications involving everyone around her! 
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Quilters 
 

Quilters meet in Nerothin Hall (the 

gym) every 2nd and 4th Wednesday 

at 9:00 a.m. All women are 

encouraged to join any of the 

women’s groups and activities. 
 

 

Serve 

SERVE Board Focus on 

Global Mission 

 
In February, we will start the 2013 Global Mission year by 

renewing our covenant to support an ELCA missionary. This 

year we will support the Rev. Elisabeth 

Johnson in Cameroon. We will be 

posting a new sign-up sheet  on the 

kiosk in the foyer.  We will also provide 

more information about Dr. Johnson’s 

work at the Lutheran institute of 

Theology in Meiganga. 

Wednesday, February 6 

 

5:15-6:15 p.m.   Community dinner—tacos 

  (free will offering) and open gym 

5:50 p.m.  Children’s Choir practice 

6:00 p.m.  Confirmation for grades 7-8 

6:15 p.m.  Elim Ringtones rehearsal 

6:15 p.m.  Adult Education 

Rubber stamping card making  

6:25 p.m.  Kids’ Rock and Parent Oasis 

7:15 p.m.  Elim Choir rehearsal 

Kids’ Rock is for grades K-6 
 

The Wednesday Night Live  children’s activity is 

called  Kids’ Rock.  There are games, music and 

singing, Biblical teaching  and small group time.  

Come check it out! 

The schedule for Wednesday nights will be different 

during Lent, and Kids’ Rock will not return until 

after Easter. But the first Wednesday in February 

still has all the usual WNL activities for you to enjoy!  

 

 

Bible Study 
 

Bible Study is held   

Thursday mornings in the 

Reception Room.   

The Men’s Bible Study  

 is at 7:30 a.m.  

and the Women’s Bible 

Study is at 9:30 a.m.  

Homebound Visitation  

Ministry Team 

 

The team will be meeting Monday, February 4 at 2:00 p.m. 

at the church. Please call Mary Mitchell at (763) 537-9145 

with questions. 

The Global Companion Table of the 

Minneapolis Area ELCA Synod has 

created a 2013 Lenten Devotional Booklet, 

“Companions Following Jesus to the 

Cross.”  The purpose of the devotional 

booklet is to promote the existence and 

importance of the many global partnership 

relationships within our domestic synod 

and abroad.  Minneapolis area churches 

and their missionary partners have contributed to the 

booklet.  Elim’s 2012 missionary partners, Pastor Fred and 

Gloria Strickert have contributed one of the devotions.   The 

booklet has been sent  electronically; it is available on the 

synod website—www.mpls-synod.org.  We will print a 

limited number of the booklet and have them available for 

Elim members.  

photo  

© Luther Seminary 

Good Samaritan  

Robbinsdale 

Volunteer Opportunity 
 

Good Samaritan is looking for a volunteer  or group of 

volunteers who could assist in therapy as transporters 

everyday from 8:-00 a.m. to 12 noon.  It might be easiest if it 

was 7 volunteers who could each do one day, but they will 

take any combination. To sign up or for more information, 

contact Customer Experience Director Chris Kline at  

(612) 673-6267 or ckline@good-sam.com. 
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  Youth 

Become A Part of Elim’s Ministry 

Music and Worship Board 
 

What part of worship do you most look forward to?  

What would make your worship experience more meaningful?  

 

If these questions interest you, you should consider becoming 

part of the Music and Worship Board. The board works with 

the pastors and staff to plan our worship experience and the 

worship environment at Elim. We meet at 7 PM on the 

second Tuesday of each month.  

 

The board was responsible for the prayer cards that were 

found in the pews during Advent and for the addition of our 

new Advent banners. We thank Janet Porten for designing 

and creating the four lovely banners that helped focus our 

preparation for Christmas.  

 

If you have questions about the 

Music and Worship board, or 

would like to become part of 

this board, talk with Pastor 

Chris or  Dick Balkus. 

Dinner At Your Door 
 

One volunteer is needed for Dinner At Your Door, delivering 

meals to our brothers and sisters in Christ who are 

homebound. You would help every second Friday of the 

month in the morning. It doesn’t take very long. If you are 

interested, please call Eileen Beggs at (763) 391-6648 and 

leave a message if there is no answer. Thanks for helping 

with this wonderful ministry! 

 

 

Wednesday Nights 
 

Ý Help prepare a meal 

Ý Help supervise kids during the 

evening 

 

Parents, grandparents, adults of all 

kinds are invited to get to know the 

youth of Elim by helping out on 

Wednesday nights. Contact Ellyn 

Roth-Unzicker at (763) 537-8481 or 

egroth@elim-robbinsdale.org. 

Luther Park  

Mission Trip  

Parent and 

Youth Meeting  

 

This meeting with Pastor 

Marcia will be Sunday, Feb. 

10 at 12:15 in the Parlor for current 7th–12th graders and 

their parents. We will gain information about the trip and 

choose a possible date. We will also "check in" with the youth 

about the rest of this year's activities. 

 

The First Communion class will be Saturday, March 23 

from 10:00 a.m.–12:00 p.m. to prepare fifth-graders and 

anyone else whose parents are interested in having their 

children receive communion. 

 

The class is for both children and  

their parents or guardians, and is an 

important learning session.  Please 

call the church office at (763) 537-8481 

to let us know if you will be attending. 

Feed My Starving  

Children  

 

A 7th–12th Grade Volunteer 

Opportunity at Feed My Starving 

Children on February 2 is being 

organized by Pastor Marcia. Meet at 

Elim to carpool at 11:00 or meet the 

group there (401 93rd Ave NW Coon Rapids) at 11:30. We 

will return to Elim by 2:15. If you are planning to meet the 

group there, please let Pastor Marcia know right away at 

(763) 537-8481 ext 312 or mrosa@elim-robbinsdale.org. 

FMSC needs an estimated count of volunteers. 

 

 

Mardi Gras Volunteers Wanted! 

 
We are looking for people age 5th grade and up   

to volunteer to run games on Feb 9 from either  

4:00–5:00 p.m. or 5:00–6:30 p.m.  To sign up, contact 

Christina Anderson at 612-240-9124. It’s going to be a  

great time, and we appreciate your help in making this 

party rock! 
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Elim Staff 
 

Senior Pastor - Chris Enstad  

censtad@elim-robbinsdale.org 

Associate Pastor - Marcia Rosa  

mrosa@elim-robbinsdale.org 

Organist & Choir Director - Dick Balkus  

 rbalkus@elim-robbinsdale.org 

Children, Youth & Family Support  

Ellyn Roth-Unzicker  

egroth@elim-robbinsdale.org 

Nursery Coordinator - Jennifer Baccam  

baccam925@gmail.com 

Business Manager - Kathy Eischens  

 keischens@elim-robbinsdale.org 

Administrative Coordinator - Libby Watkins  

ewatkins@elim-robbinsdale.org 

Custodians - John Hofmann  

 jhofmann@elim-robbinsdale.org 

 Deb Hofmann, Ward Monroe 

 

Church Office: (763) 537-8481 

office@elim-robbinsdale.org 

 Office hours:  8:00-4:30 Monday-Thursday 

8:00-12:00 Friday 

Harald Eriksen, 

 President 

Debbie Carlson,  

  Vice President 

Rick Arntson, 

 Treasurer 

Angela Carlson, 

 Secretary 

Gerald Anderson 

Rose Coykendall  

Scott Hagen 

Erik Haug 

Nancy Hennen 

Julie Madsen 

 

 

Jeff Mennenga 

Janet Nelson-  

      Schwartz 

Ellyn Roth- 

     Unzicker  

Grant Taft 

Elim Church Council 

Do you receive payroll earnings or Social Security income 

through direct deposit? Do you pay your mortgage or utility 

bills automatically from your checking account?  Now you 

can make your weekly, monthly or quarterly contribution to 

Elim automatic also. 

 

Simply Giving is a convenient, safe, and simple way to 

make regular church offerings without the need to write 

checks, carry cash or prepare envelopes. It also provides 

Elim with much needed donation consistency. 

 

Getting started is easy. Authorization forms and additional 

information are available in the church and from the 

church office. Or, you can go to the Elim website at 

www.elim-robbinsdale.org and click on the link on the right 

side of the home page. 

Financial Reports Available  
Copies of Elim’s previous month’s finance report are 

available to pick up at the church office throughout the 

month. 

Make Giving Automatic 

Memorials through January 10, 2013 

 
In Memory of  Amount   Designation 
 

Dolores Seal $1,585.00 Undesignated 

 $15.00 Elevator 

 

Helen Johnson $100.00 Undesignated 

 

Roger “Bud” Grosser $25.00 Music Area 

 

Dorothy Hagen $10.00 Homebound Ministry 

 

Julie Iverson $50.00 Undesignated 

 

Leonard Mathison $10.00 Undesignated 

Stay in touch with Elim on  

Facebook and Twitter! 

www.facebook.com/elimlc 

twitter.com/elimrobbinsdale  

 

Pastor Marcia leads a monthly 

orientation for parents. The next 

meeting will be held on February 5  

at 6:00 p.m.  

 

If you are planning the baptism of a 

child, please register by contacting 

the church office at 763-537-8481 or 

office@elim-robbinsdale.org. If you have questions for 

Pastor Marcia, you can reach her at 763-537-8481, ext. 312. 

Baptism Orientation 
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