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October 2017 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

The 

a cup of cool water for your journey 

October 25 
Trunk or Treat 

5:30-7:00pm in parking lot 

Come be part of Trunk or Treat: safe trick

-or-treating in the Elim parking lot.  

October 21 

Bazaar & Bake Sale 

9:00am-2:00pm 

in the Gym 
 

Handmade craft items  

and home-baked treats  
 

 

   Soup lunch available 

October 15 
Organ Recital  

In recital: Prof. Dean Billmeyer, 

University of Minnesota 

Organist, teacher, and 

nationally renowned recitalist 

will perform selections from 

Bach, Leo Sowerby, Vincent 

Persichetti, Louis Vierne, and 

others on Elimõs recently 

renovated organ. Free and open 

to the public. 

October 8  
ElimKidsGO! Activity  

 

1:00pm in Delano 

Elementary kids and their families will visit Fall 
Harvest Orchard in Delano. We will meet at the 

orchard at 1:00pm. Refreshments will be provided.  
This is a FREE event!  

TO 
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  PASTOR’S CORNER 
"For Our Children and 

Their Children"  

 
You and I gather with others for 

church on the corner of 40th 
Avenue and Broadway.   We 
warmly greet the people around 
us over a cup of coffee or through 
a handshake with words of 
Christ's peace. 

When you and I gather with 
others at Elim, we perpetuate the 
passing of Christ's peace and a 
legacy of friendship that has been 
nurtured on this corner for 
almost a century, and spanning 
four generations. 

You and I walk past 
Confirmation pictures of young 
people in the hallway on our way 
to the reception room or the 
gym.  Many of you are pictured 

on those walls.  My picture will 
soon appear on that wall with the 
others.  I'm moved by the 
privilege to join my story with 
yours as we continue passing on 
Christ's peace and friendship for 
the next generation. 

During the month of October, 
we will remind ourselves about 
how and why we continue 
proclaiming the message of 
Christ's peace and friendship to 
each other, in our neighborhoods 
and the world.   

Why? Because the previous 
generation did it for us and it's 
our turn.   The next generation 
needs Christ's peace and 
friendship more than ever.   We 
do this for our children and their 
children.  

~ Pastor Dan Doerrer 

Elim Staff  
 

Lead Pastor, Dan Doerrer ................................................................................. ddoerrer@elim-robbinsdale.org 
Associate Pastor, Marcia Rosa ............................................................................. mrosa@elim-robbinsdale.org   
Organist & Bell Choir Director, Dick Balkus  ................................................ rbalkus@elim-robbinsdale.org 
Choir Director, Mary Ann Gossett  .................................................................mgossett@elim-robbinsdale.org 
Children, Youth & Family Support, Ellyn Roth -Unzicker  ............................. egroth@elim-robbinsdale.org  
Director of Finance, Niki Bohne ........................................................................ nbohne@elim-robbinsdale.org   
Office Administrator, Jennifer Huehns .......................................................... jhuehns@elim-robbinsdale.org 
Lead Custodian, Richard Nylin  ............................................................................ rnylin@elim -robbinsdale.org 
PT Custodian, Ward Monroe   

 
 Church Office Hours 8:30-4:00 MondayðFriday  |  Church Phone 763-537-8481 |  elim -robbinsdale.org  
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The Elim Foundation was 
established in 1968 by several forward 
thinking members of Elim to support 
Elimõs Christian missions in the 
community that we serve.  These wise 
individuals realized the importance 
that funds from memorials and 
honorariums should be pooled and set 
aside separately from the operating 
funds of the Church and effectively be 
managed in an endowment fund.  

This is my second opportunity to 
serve on the Board of the Foundation.  
In 2010 we set several goals for the 
Elim Foundation for that year which 
included three important ones that 
were: 
1.  As a Board we determined that the 
future success of Elimõs Foundation 
was dependent on our doing a better 
job of communicating to our 
members and our community òThe 
general business purpose and 
current and future plans of the 
Foundation.ó  This included 
updating our available Foundation 
publication materials and arranging 
for informational presentations to 
our members.  The Foundation is 
currently sponsoring a òFuneral 
Planning Seminaró on Sunday, 
October 8th at 11am.    

2. We also wanted to offer alternative 
ways that our members could make 
current or future contributions to the 
Foundation in the form of memorials 
and honorariums.  But, we also 
didnõt want to actively compete with 
the Church for the same funds. 

3. We also recognized the importance 
of remembering our family 
members, friends and other special 
people in our lives and those who 
arenõt with us any longer.  
Therefore, the Foundation decided 
that we wanted to take an active role 
in future òAll Saintõs Sunday 
Celebrations,ó which has been very 
successful. 

I am pleased that our past and 
current Foundation Board members 
have embraced these goals which were 
adopted in 2010 among the other 
important work that they have 
accomplished since then, including our 
successful 25th Anniversary 
Celebration of the Elim Foundation in 
2013.  

The Elim Foundation again invites 
you to participate in our òAll Saints 
Celebrationó on November 5, by 
honoring the Saints and special people 
meaningful to our lives with a tax 
deductible gift to the Elim Foundation.  
Watch for future bulletin inserts for 
information on how and when to make 
your gift and the use of special 
envelopes in the pew racks.  Gifts 
received by October 27 will be listed in 
a special bulletin announcements of 
gifts received and Saints being 
honored. 

Thank you for your continuing 
support of Elim Lutheran Church and 
the Elim Foundation.   

~Ron Jones  

¬ 8(DD¬,( *B<8 THE ELIM FOUNDATION 

Elim Foundation Board 
Shirley Kramer, Chair 

Ron K. Jones, Vice Chair 

Dori Schlins, Treasurer 

Eric Haug, Secretary 

Rick Arntson 

Harald Ericksen 

Brian Stiernagle 

Pastor Dan Doerrer 

 -ex officio 

 
Meeting Dates: 
5:30pm-Reception Room 
October 17 
December 19 

All Saints Sunday  | November 5 
 

Included in this Messenger is a special envelope for you to use for your memorial or honorarium gift to the 
Foundation for someone special in your life.  Please place it in the offering plate or mail it to the church 
office by October 27. Thank you for your past and future support you have given to our Elim Foundation.  
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Elim Book Club  

Tues, Oct. 10 @ 4pm 
This monthõs book is 

A Man Called Ove by Fredrik 

Backman. 

 

Join us in the 
conference 
room. Anyone 
is welcome to 
attend. Be sure 
to read the 
book before 
each gathering. 

Women of ELCA Mpls Area Synod Fall Gathering  

October 20-21 | Gethsemane Lutheran Church 
 
This yearõs keynote speaker is Eleanor Ostman.  Registration at 5pm, 
Friday, Oct. 20, and at 8am, Saturday, Oct. 21.  A Light Supper is at 
5:30, and plenary session is at 6:15pm. Welcome, speaker, 
workshops, Bible Study and closing worship will be Saturday, Oct. 
21, from 8am-4pm, with a break for lunch.  Cost is $15-Friday, $45-
Saturday, or $55 for both. Register by October 7 to receive a discount 
and be entered in the quilt drawing. Gethsemane Lutheran Church is 
located at 715 Minnetonka Mill Rd, Hopkins.  
 
All women are invited, bring a friend.  
 
Questions, call Jan 763-757-6977.   

Women õs  

Movie Night  

Fri, Oct. 13 @ 6:30pm 
This monthõs movie will be 
Disneyõs Moana staring  Auli'i 
Cravalho, Dwayne Johnson, and 
Rachel House.   

 
Social/snack 
time begins at 
6:30pm and 
the movie 
starts at 7pm   
in the Theater 

Room. 

GROUPS AND GATHERINGS 

Womenõs Retreat 

Oct. 6-8 | Luther Park 
Come and join us for a weekend of 

relaxation at Luther Park! The 

weekend is yours to do what you 

wantñread, catch up on sleep, 

enjoy the outdoors in the fall, renew 

old friendships and make new ones, 

and just enjoy the quiet solitude of 

Luther Park. All women are 

welcome! Cost is $76 for two nights 

lodging in the Log House and four 

meals (three on Saturday and 

brunch on Sunday). Call Janet 

Nelson at 763-438-6895 to reserve a 

spot by September 29. 

Blood Drive | Thurs, Oct. 12 

11:30am to 5:30pm in Elimõs Gym 

Schedule your appointment at 1-800

-REDCROSS or go to 

www.redcrossblood.org and use 

sponsor code ELIMLUTHERAN. 

You can also walk in on the day of 

the drive.  

Womenõs Bazaar & Bake Sale | Saturday, October 21 | 9am-2pm  

Crafts, baked goods and help still needed 
Help is needed to set up the Bazaar on Friday, Oct. 21 from 8:30am-12:30pm, and 
then 12pm to tear down. Donations of homemade craft items are still needed.  
Bring items to office and please include your name, phone number, and the cost 
of materials. If you can help with the bazaar, please contact Darlene Knealing at 
763-535-3613. 

We need donations for our òbake saleóñwe can use all kinds of goodiesñbars, breads, cup-
cakes, candy, cookies, jelly, pickles, pies, snack items, etc.  It would be helpful if you would 
divide bars, candy, cookies, cupcakes into ½ dozen to a plate. You can bring your goodies 
Friday morning, Oct. 20, or Saturday morning, Oct. 21 by 10am. If you have any questions, 
please call Mavis Peterson at 763-315-8832. 
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Bible Study  | Every Thursday | 9:30am 
 

Bible Study is held Thursday  

mornings in the Reception Room,  

led by Pastor Dan.  

 

No RSVP needed.  

Everyone is welcome to join us!  

Womenõs Circles | Once a Month 
 

ß Ruth: Monday, Oct. 9 at 12:30pm, Fireside Room.  

Hostess: Dotty DeClercq, Mavis Peterson  

ß Anna-Esther: Monday, Oct. 9 at 12:30pm at  

Lois Harlowõs, 12765 74th Ave N. Maple Grove 

ß Hope: Wednesday, Oct. 11 at 9:30am at  

Jan Wicks, 3350 Xylon Ave N. New Hope  

ß Hannah -Martha: Thursday, Oct. 12 at 7:00pm in 

the Conference Room.  Hostess: Darlene  

 

How to join: All women are welcome to visit one or 

more circles at any time. Just call the Chair of the 

Circle you are interested in attending. There is a 

directory of all Circle Chairs in the church foyer, or 

call the church office at 763 -537-8481. 

Birdtown Theology Pub  

Thurs., Oct. 26 | 7pm | Broadway Pizza 
We have moved to Broadway Pizza in 

Robbinsdale! Great menu, full bar, ideal 

atmosphere for group discussion. 

 

How to join: All adults welcome. No RSVP needed. You 

donõt have to be an Elim member, so bring a friend or 

two! 

 

For more info:  

contact Harald Ericksen, 

(h.eriksen@comcast.net) 

Memorials through September 18 
 

In Memory of  Amount  Designation 
 

  

Ione Bergquist  $150.00 Homebound  

  Ministry  

Helen Gronlund  $75.00 Undesignated  

 $15.00 Homebound 

  Ministry  

FAITH FORMATION 

PASTORAL ACTS 
 

Funerals  

Sept. 12 Helen Gronlund  

Sept. 29 James Langren  

 

Baptisms  

Sept. 17 Kaleya Valorie Joyce  

Confirmation  

Saturday, Oct 28 at  Elim at 9:30am 

¶ Confirmation pictures followed by brunch  

 

Sunday, Oct. 29 at 9:30am  

¶ Worship service with Confirmation  

1st Sundays Adult Ed  

Sunday, October 1 at 11:00am | Parlor 

Celebrate the Reformation:  
Katarina Von Bora, Much More Than Lutherõs Wife 

Presenter: Dr. Mark Tranvik, Augsburg College 
We celebrate this year the 500th anniversary of the Lutheran 
Reformation. In this class we will look at Martin Lutherõs marriage to 
Katherine von Bora, with a special focus on her important role in 
reforming the church. No RSVP required.  
 
The entire class schedule is at elim-robbinsdale.org/faith -formation.  
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  October 2017

Pastor Marcia Off Sunday, Oct. 15 through Saturday, Oct. 21  

Sun Mon Tue Wed
1 

9:30am Worship/Communion/  
        3rd Grade Bible presentation 
10:30am Coffee/DonutsñParlor 
10:30am Youth Planning Meeting-

Fireside Room 
11am 1st Sunday Adult Ed-Parlor 
11am Lao ELC ñGym 
11am Spiritual Church of God -Chapel 
12:30-4:30 Iglesia Pentecostal-Recep Rm 
 

2 

9am Property BoardñWork Rm 

2pm Homebound Meeting-Conf Rm 

6:30pm Boy ScoutsñParlor 

7pm Cub ScoutsñClassrooms 

 

3 

9:30 Staff / 10:30 Worship Mtg 

11am-2pm Prism Produce Giveaway 

11L30am Altar Guild at 50õs Grill 2017 

5:30pm Womenõs AA-Parlor 

7:30pm AAñFireside Room 

4 

5pm WNL Dinner and open gym

5:30pm Kids Choir

6pm Confirmation grades 7

6pm Sr High Youth Bible Study

6pm Adult Fellowship

6:15pm Kids' ROCK grades K

6:15pm  Elim Ringtones rehearsal

8 

9:30am Worship 
9:30am Sunday School 
10:30am Coffee/DonutsñParlor 
11am Funeral Planning EventñParlor 
11am Lao ELC ñGym 
11am Spiritual Church of God -Chapel 
12:30-4:30 Iglesia Pentecostal-Recep Rm 
1pm ElimKidsGo! at Fall Harvest Orchard 

in Delano 
 

9 

Pastor Dan Off 

6:30pm Boy ScoutsñGym 

7pm Cub ScoutsñClassrooms 

12:30 Ruth CircleñFireside/Parlor 

12:30 Anna-Esther-Lois Harlowõs 

 

 

10 

Pastor Dan Off 

9am-12pm E-TeamñRec. Room 

9:30 Staff / Worship Mtg 

4pm Book Club-Conf. Rm 

4-6pm KidPack at The Food Group 

5:30pm Womenõs AA-Parlor 

5:30pm Exec Committee-Conf 

6pm Finance Board-Conf Rm 

11 

9am QuiltersñGym

9:30am Hope Circle

5pm WNL Dinner and open gym

5:30pm Kids Choir

6pm Confirmation grades 7

6pm Sr High Youth Bible Study

6pm Adult Fellowship

6:15pm Kids' ROCK grades K

15 

9:30am Worship/Sunday School 
10:30am Coffee/Donuts-Parlor 
11am Lao ELC ñGym 
11am Spiritual Church of God -Chapel 
3pm Organ RecitalñSanctuary 
12:30-4:30 Iglesia Pentecostal-Recep Rm 

16 

7pm Cub ScoutsñClassrooms 

7pm Boy ScoutsñGym 

17 

9:30 Staff / 10:30 Worship Mtg 

5:30pm Womenõs AA-Parlor 

5:30pm Foundation Meeting-Rec Rm 

7pm Church CouncilñRecep Rm 

7:30pm AAñFireside Room 

18 

No WNL Activities (MEA week)

6:30pm Pr. Smith Bible Study

 

22 FMF 

9:30am Worship/Communion 
9:30am Sunday School 
10:30am Coffee/DonutsñParlor 
10:30am Set Up Classrooms for FMF 
11am Lao ELC ñGym 
11am Spiritual Church of God -Chapel 
12:30-4:30 Iglesia Pentecostal- Parlor 

 

23 FMF 

Families Moving Forward-

Classrooms/Gym/Reception Room 

6:30pm Boy ScoutsñParlor 

7pm Cub ScoutsñParlor classroom 

 

24 FMF 

Families Moving Forward-

Classrooms/Gym/Reception Room 

9am-12pm E-TeamñParlor 

9:30 Staff / 10:30 Worship Mtg 

5:30pm Womenõs AA-Parlor 

7:30pm AAñFireside Room 

25 FMF 

Families Moving Forward

Classrooms/Gym/Reception Room

9am QuiltersñGym 

5:-00 WNL Dinner 

5:30-7pm Trunk or Treat Event

6pm Sr High Youth Bible Study

6:15pm  Elim Ringtones rehearsal

6:30pm Pr. Smith Bible Study

29 FMF 

Early morning: Clean up classrooms from 
FMF (before worship) 

9:30am Worship/Confirmation  
9:30am Sunday School 
10:30am Coffee/DonutsñParlor 
11am Lao ELC ñGym 
11am Spiritual Church of God -Chapel 
12:30-4:30 Iglesia Pentecostal-Recep Rm  
 

30 

6:30pm Boy ScoutsñGym 

7pm Cub ScoutsñParlor 

 

31 

9:30 Staff / Worship Mtg 

5:30pm Womenõs AA-Parlor 

7:30pm AAñFireside Room 
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 October 2017  

  Dick Balkus Off Wednesday, Oct. 18 through Sunday, Oct. 22) 

Wed Thu Fri Sat 

5pm WNL Dinner and open gym 

5:30pm Kids Choir-Chapel 

6pm Confirmation grades 7-8 

6pm Sr High Youth Bible Study 

6pm Adult FellowshipñRecept Room 

6:15pm Kids' ROCK grades K-6 

6:15pm  Elim Ringtones rehearsal 

5 

7am BNIñReception Room 

9:30am Bible Study-Conf Room 

5:30pm Sons of Norway-Parlor 

5:00pm Wedding Rehearsalñ

Sanctuary 

6 

12pm (set up/pictures) Nicholas 

Holt -Woehl Wedding 

(6:30pm)ñSanctuary 

6:30-10pm IglesiañRecep Rm 

Womenõs Retreat to Luther Park 

7 

10am Organ PracticeñSanctuary 

ñfor much of the day. No interruptions. 

11am Holy YogañReception Rm 

Womenõs Retreat to Luther Park 

Gym 

9:30am Hope Circle-Jan Wickõs 

5pm WNL Dinner and open gym 

5:30pm Kids Choir-Chapel 

6pm Confirmation grades 7-8 

6pm Sr High Youth Bible Study 

6pm Adult Fellowship-Recept Room 

6:15pm Kids' ROCK grades K-6 

12 

10:30am-5:30pm Blood Drive-Gym 

7am BNIñReception Room 

9:30am Bible Study-Conf Room 

7pm Hanna-MarthañConf Rm 

 

 

13 

Richard Nylin Off (thru Sunday) 

6:30pm Womenõs Movie Nightñ

Theater Room 

6:30-10pm IglesiañRecep Rm 

 

 

 

14 

11am Holy YogañReception Rm 

 

 

No WNL Activities (MEA week) 

6:30pm Pr. Smith Bible StudyñChapel 

19 

7am BNIñReception Room 

9:30am Bible Study-Conf Room 

 

20 

8:30am Bazaar setup 

6:30-10pm IglesiañRecep Rm 

21 

Mpls. Area Synod Women of the ELCA 

Fall Gathering (Gethsemane Lutheran 

Church) 

9am-2:00pm  Womenõs Bazaar & 

Bake Saleñgym 

11am Holy YogañReception Rm 

Families Moving Forward-

Classrooms/Gym/Reception Room 

Gym  

00 WNL Dinner 

7pm Trunk or Treat Event 

6pm Sr High Youth Bible Study 

6:15pm  Elim Ringtones rehearsal 

6:30pm Pr. Smith Bible StudyñChapel 

26 FMF 

Families Moving Forward-

Classrooms/Gym/Reception Room 

7am BNIñParlor 

9:30am Bible Study-Conf Room 

7pm Birdtown Theology Pubñ

Broadway Pizza 

1pm Messenger-Parlor 

27 FMF 

Families Moving Forward-

Classrooms/Gym/Reception Room 

6:30-10pm IglesiañChapel 

Overnight Vigil to 3am 

28 FMF 

Families Moving Forward-

Classrooms/Gym/Reception Room 

9:30am Confirmation Breakfast & 

PicturesñParlor 

11am Holy Yogañmoving rooms 
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Youth Planning 

Meeting  

Sunday, Oct. 1 @ 10:30am 
 

During donuts/coffee, parents and 

youth entering grades 6-12, please join 

Pastor Marcia in the Fireside Room to 

plan actives and service projects for 

the 2017-2018 year.  Questions, call 

Pastor Marcia at (763) 537-8481. 

Service Presentation of Bibles  

to our 3rd Graders  

Sunday, October 1 | 9:30am 
Please arrive by 9:15 for instructions from Pastor 

Marcia.  Pastors Dan or Marcia will teach how to use your Bibles 

during a Sunday School class in October. Watch for that 

information soon.  

YOUTH & FAMILY MINISTRY 

This is a new social group for Sunday 

School children and their families, with 

fun family events and activities. Visit 

elim-robbinsdale.org/elim -kids-go for 

the calendar of activities and online 

registration.  

WEDNESDAY NIGHT LIVE  

Open to Everyone  no RSVP needed 

5:00-6:00pm Dinner (free will offering) and open gym 

5:30-6:15pm Childrenõs Choir Practice  in the Chapel 

Education hour:   (Child care available, call ahead for reservation.) 

6:00-Confirmation: classes for grades 7-8 in Upper Room 

6:00-Senior High Bible Study: for grades 9-12 in Fireside Room 

6:00-Adult Fellowship in Reception Room 

6:15-Kids' ROCK: at 6:15fun and Bible learning for K -6 in Gym/Youth Rm  

6:15pm Card making (Oct. 11) to give to our Homebound 

6:15pm Elim Ringtones rehearsal  

7:15pm Elim Choir rehearsal  

 

Schedule notes:  No WNL activities, rehearsals or classes on Wednesday, Oct. 18 

due to MEA week.  No Kidsõ Rock or Confirmation on Oct. 25 for Trunk or Treat. 

Serving Families 

Moving Forward  

Sunday, Oct. 22 @ 5-7pm 
 

Youth will greet, interact, play games 

and help residents get settled.  We will 

make, serve and clean-up a spaghetti 

dinner.   Call Pastor Marcia for 

questions. 

Annual Trunk or Treat Event  

Wednesday, Oct. 25 | 5:30-7:00pm 

Bring your kids in costume and enjoy the fun & games!  

 

Join in on the fun!  We need individuals or families to decorate 

their car or vanõs trunk and pass out candy to children from our 

neighborhood. You can even come in costume! Please keep 

decorations and costumes kid-friendly, not too scary.  

 

If you canõt join the 

fun that night, help 

out by donating  

wrapped Halloween 

candy for others to 

pass out. Bring  

your candy donations 

to the church office  

anytime before 

October 24. 

Childrenõs Choir  

Wednesdays, beginning 

Oct. 4 from 5:30-6:15pm  

Calling all children 
kindergarten to 5th 
grade!  Children's Choir will 
begin October 4 from 5:30-6:15 
in the chapel.  The Children's 
Choir will sing in worship one 
Sunday per month.  A choir 
member does not need any 
prior experience.  All are 
welcome!  We will have fun 
singing, clapping, dancing 
and worshipping 
together.  Hope to see you 
there! 



9 

 

Greetings!  My name is Mary Gossett 
and I am your new choir director!   I 
will be working with the Elim's choir 
and the Children's Choir.   I am thrilled 
to be blessed with this opportunity to 
grow in faith and fellowship through 
the ministry of music.    

I grew up in music ministry at a 
United Methodist Church in Lakeland, 
Florida where I sang in the children's, 
youth and adult choirs.   I also rang 
bells in the Ringers and Singers bell 
choir, I led worship through singing 

and playing the keyboard in the youth 
praise band and I sang in my middle 
and high school choirs in school as 
well. My undergraduate degree is in 
Vocal Performance from Stetson 
University in DeLand, Florida.   In 
college, I took choral conducting 
classes and fell in love with the art.  I 
founded a youth community choir and 
received a grant to buy music and 
uniforms and taught many diverse 
youth how to sing which many had 
never read music or sang on a stage in 
their lives.  Our journey culminated 
with several performances where their 
families witnessed their children on 
stage for the first time.  Since moving to 
Minnesota 7 years ago, I worked as a 
choir director at a United Church of 
Christ in White Bear Lake and I have 
sung with a few different choirs 
including a year with Vocal Essence.   

 

I am thrilled to come back to the art 
of choral conducting and music 
ministry.   I am currently in my final 
year of graduate school at the 
University of Minnesota studying 
social work (working towards a 
masters of Social Work).  I am 
interning at North Memorial Health 
with their hospice program providing 
grief counseling, and it is a nice respite 
to celebrate and feel joy with music 
ministry after what can be a taxing day 
in my internship.    

In my limited free time I make 
jewelry, enjoy relaxing with my cat 
and love to explore the arts and culture 
of the diverse Twin Cities.    

Thank you so much for welcoming 
me to your faith community.   I am 
really honored and privileged to 
worship with you all!  

WORSHIP—MUSIC—ARTS 
Ringtone News  
In June 2018, the Elim Ringtones will be traveling to Rochester, MN for 

the Area VII Conference of the American Handbell Ringers. While in 

Rochester we will join other handbell choirs from Minnesota, North and 

South Dakota and Wisconsin for three days of classes, concerts and 

rehearsals in preparation for the final concert. 

 

Figgy Pudding Ring Time  

December 9 & 10 | 2:00pm 
To help finance our trip we will be hosting a fund -raising event on 

Saturday, December 9 and Sunday, December 10. More details will 

follow about the events, but plan to join us at 2:00pm on Saturday, 

December 9, or 2:00pm on Sunday, December 10 for our òFiggy Pudding 

Ring Time.ó  

 Thank you for your continued support,  

 Dick Balkus, Director of the Elim Ringtones  

Finance Reports  

Copies of last monthõs finance report 

are available to pick up  

at the church office.  

4(% %,)- -%33%.'%2 ɉ5303ίεΰζδήɊ  

ÐÕÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ÍÏÎÔÈÌÙ ÂÙ  

%ÌÉÍ ,ÕÔÈÅÒÁÎ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÏÆ 2ÏÂÂÉÎÓÄÁÌÅ ɉ%,#!Ɋ  

αηεζ 7ÅÓÔ "ÒÏÁÄ×ÁÙȟ 2ÏÂÂÉÎÓÄÁÌÅ -. γγβΰΰ 

www.elim-robbinsdale.org 
 

Elim is on Facebook  

www.facebook.com/elimlc 

Welcome Mary Gossett, Elimõs New Choir Director 
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SERVICE & MISSION 
Food Shelf / Hunger Response  

Thank you for everyone who participated in our Garden 
of Elim Harvest Celebration on Sunday, September 17.  
Homemade rhubarb sauce and yogurt parfaits were 
enjoyed by everyone. Seed packets were handed out for 
spring planting in 2018. In collaboration with the Minnesota 
Horticultural Society, our community gardens have 
finished their third season. Next year we will be replacing 
the mesh garden squares with sturdier boxes. 

A second big thank you to everyone who contributed 
fresh produce, beans, rice, and whole grains on Pack the 
Pews Sunday, September 24.  Elim joins Minnesota Food 
Share and faith communities around the state to increase 
donations of healthy food to Minnesota food shelves 

We are planning for our holiday food contributions to 
NEAR this year.  Thanksgiving grocery bags will be 
distributed November 5 and 12. Christmas grocery bags 
will be distributed December 3 and 10. A list of food 
donation recommendations will be included.  

 Monetary donations can be designated for NEAR on 
Elimõs offering envelopes and online. 

 

Lakeview Elementary School   
This year, weõre starting our sixth year of partnership 

with Lakeview Elementary. Elim members have 
participated in a òReading Buddyó program. Our members 
read with Lakeview students once a week during the 
school year when school is in session.  

Each reading buddy meets with an individual student 
who has been selected by the studentõs teacher for some 
additional reading help. The reading session lasts for a half 
hour. We pick up the student from the classroom and read 
with them in the media center.  Students will bring pre -
selected books to the sessions. Usually we meet with 
students in the early afternoon one day a week; volunteers 
can schedule their own reading time. 

We have a number of returning people from Elim, but 
would love to have more Elim members involved in the 
program. It is a rewarding experience in making a 
difference.  If you are interested in participating in the Elim -
Lakeview tutoring program, please call the church office.  

The Lakeview staff is grateful for the school supplies 
contributed in August and also for Elimõs continuing 
contributions of boxtops and bottle caps for the òTrash for 
Cashó program.  

 

KidPack  
   Packing will be on Tuesdays, October 10, 
November 14, and December 12, from 4-6pm at The 
Food Group in New Hope (54th and Boone). 

Changes ahead for KidPack in the 2017-2018 year: 
In an effort to maximize impact and manage changes 
with transportation and storage, KidPack will be 
distributed monthly prior to holiday breaks or long 
weekends. The packs will include more substantial 
and nutritious food to compensate for additional days 
away from school. 

Many thanks to those folks who have agreed to 
pick up empty totes at Forest and Meadow Lake 
following the monthly distribution, as well as store 
and transport them to the Food Group for the next 
packing. Volunteers to do the same for Lakeview 
Elementary are still needed. Please contact Deacon 
Kristen Kessel at First Lutheran if you can help: 
deaconkkflcc@gmail.com or 763-537-4576. 

 

Global Mission s  
Through ELCA Global Missions, Elim members help to 

support Pastor Elizabeth Johnson, a teacher and missionary 
in Cameroon.  Please remember our mission work 
throughout the world in prayer. Contributions may be 
made to Global Missions on Elimõs offering envelopes or 
online. 

Families Moving Forwar d | Elim will Host Families October 22 - 29 
 

Elim is getting reading to host families the week of October 22-29. We will be òhomeó for up to 4 families 

(a maximum of 16 people) during the evening and overnight during this week. Families will be using the 

Sunday School rooms on the second floor across from the gym and possibly the reception room. 

As you may have already heard, we are recruiting people to welcome, serve meals, participate in 

activities, and serve as overnight hosts. There is online sign-up on our website at elim-robbinsdale.org/

families-moving -forward , or you can sign up on Sunday mornings. Details of the positions are also on our 

website, or you can call the church office at 763-537-8481. 
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Funeral Planning  

October 8, 2017 at 11am in Elimõs Parlor | Presenter: Anne Morehouse 
Anne Morehouse is owner and founder of MN Funeral Planning (MFP), a 

collaborative effort with 22 hospices and hospitals throughout the Twin Cities to 

provide the MN Funeral Planning Resource Guide to their patients' families and loved 

ones.  Anne started MFP as a result of her own experience when she needed to plan her 

father's funeral 12 years ago.  Her mission is to encourage families to have their end of 

life wishes in discussions with one another to ease the stress that comes with the loss of a loved one. 

Have you and your loved ones had the conversation for your end of life wishes?   Anne Morehouse 

of MN Funeral Planning provides insight, introspection and suggestions of the delicate topic. She will 

be joined by a local Funeral Director from Gearty-Delmore Funeral Chapels.  They will be available to 

answer questions that you might have. Also, information will be available for planning a service with 

Elim.  

This event is sponsored by the Elim Lutheran Church of Robbinsdale MN Foundation, Inc.  

The Outreach 

Board works 

with the 

pastors, staff 

and other Elim boards in carrying 

out the mission of Elim Lutheran 

Church by various forms of 

outreach to both our Elim 

community and the wider 

community of Robbinsdale. The 

Outreach Board also oversees 

bridge events at Elim, such as 

Mardi Gras, Whiz Bang Days, 

Rally Day, Trunk or Treat, etc. 

This does not mean they run the 

events, but keep communication 

with the event leaders to help 

market the event. The Outreach 

Board also helps in running the 

orientation, reception and 

integration of new members of 

the congregation. 

New Member Folders were 

redesigned and are also being 

used for first -time visitors, that is 

given out during worship with an 

Elim canvas bag and a small gift, 

such as a can koozie, cup or hat. 

This past year we developed a 

òNew Movers Programó that is a 

mailing of welcome postcards to 

new neighbors of the Robbinsdale 

area surrounding Elim. The 

postcard introduces them to Elim 

and invites them to worship with 

us. We continue to follow up with 

these new neighbors with 

invitations to upcoming events, 

Christmas and Easter worship. 

The last two Whiz Bang Days 

events we handed out 

promotional items. Last year it 

was bottled water with an Elim 

label promoting Vacation Bible 

School. This year we handed out 

sunglasses to the kids that also 

included an invitation to Vacation 

Bible School. 

Volunteers from Elim also 

attended last yearõs Give & Get 

Robbinsdale community event, 

dressed up in Halloween 

costumes and passed out trick or 

treat bags (with an imprint of 

Elimõs website and logo), along 

with an invitation to Elimõs Trunk 

or Treat event.  With those efforts 

we had one of the largest 

attendance to the event, about 100 

kids!  

Weõve successfully helped run 

a Ministry Fair on Rally Sunday 

to help people get connected or  

re-connected to everything here at 

Elim. 

At the start of this year our new 

website was developed. Next 

comes an app for your smart 

phones to stay connected to Elim. 

That project has just started. 

The board uses newspaper ads, 

Facebook ads, flyers, mailings, 

and other forms of publicity to 

promote Elim.  

We also have a goal to develop 

a new hospitality program for 

Sunday mornings and other 

events that require an Elim 

welcome. 

A special òthank youó to the 

Elim Foundation for the grant to 

fund the outreach programs we 

wouldnõt have otherwise been 

able to do. 

The Outreach/Hospitality Board  

ELIM BOARD SPOTLIGHT 
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